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Where's The Milk ..... ???
Milk production in the United States was just under 234 billion pounds in 2025, increasing by 2.5% compared with 2024. 

This bulletin addresses the question, "Where's The Milk ?", by examining milk production and dairy product 
manufacturing on a regional basis. The map graphics and data tables contained in this bulletin depict 

production of milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, ice cream, dry whey, cottage cheese, and nonfat dry milk for 
the Atlantic, Central, and West Regions, as specified by the National Agricultural Statistics Service 

(NASS). The top number shown in each region represents the region's proportion of total 2025 
production for the specified product, while the bottom number represents the percentage 
change in production comparing 2025 with 2020. 

Regional Milk Production as a Percentage of 2025
Total U.S. Milk Production with 

Percentage Change in Production: 2025 vs 2020

U.S. milk production 
in 2025 increased 

by 8.4 billion 
pounds compared 

with 2020. The 
additional milk 

required to meet 
increased cheese 
production during 
the same period 

was approximately 
15.6 billion pounds.

Comparing 2025 with 2020, the Atlantic and Central Regions increased 
milk production by 1.05% and 10.34% respectively, while the West Region 

decreased by 1.64%.  The Central Region accounted for 45.52% of total U.S. Production, up 2.72 
percentage points compared with 2020 (42.80%).  The West Region accounted for 37.11% of U.S. 
Milk production in 2025, which is down 2.03 percentage points compared with the proportion in 
2020 (39.14%).  The Atlantic Region accounted for the smallest proportion of the 2025 total at 
15.64%, and this proportion is down 0.42 percentage points compared with 2020 (16.06%).  Milk 
production data for 2020 through 2025 are detailed on the last page of this bulletin.

Data Source: USDA, NASS;

Milk Production, February 2026.

U.S. Change
'25 vs '20

+3.7%

37%
-1.64% 46%

+10.34%

16%
+1.05%
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U.S. cheese production  
totaled 14.800  
billion pounds  
during 2025. The  
2025 total is an  
increase of 3.95%  
compared with  
2024, and it is  
11.79% greater  
than the amount  
produced in 2020. 
 
As depicted by the  
map on this page,  
all three regions  
recorded increases  
comparing 2025 with  
2020. The Central Region  
accounted for 50.74% of U.S. cheese  
production in 2025 and posted a 7.04% annual  
increase as well as a 21.89% increase compared  
with 2020. The West Region accounted for 38.03% of  
the 2025 total and posted a 0.44% production increase versus 2024,  
with a 3.41% increase compared with 2020. The Atlantic Region accounted  
for 11.23% of the 2025 U.S. total, and this region's cheese production increased by 
2.71%  versus the previous year while increasing 1.63% comparing 2025 with 2020.

Regional Cheese Production as a Percentage of 
2025 Total U.S. Cheese Production with  

Percentage Change in Production: 2025 vs 2020

The Central Region 
has accounted for the 
largest proportion of 
cheese production 
over the last five 

years, and its share 
has been increasing 

every year as well. The 
West Region accounts 
for the second largest 

proportion, and its 
share increased in 

2019, but has declined 
every year since then.  
The Atlantic Region’s 

share increased  
in 2020, but has 

decreased in every 
year since then. 

U.S. Change 
'25 vs '20 
+11.8%

Data Source: USDA, NASS; Dairy Products 2025 Summary, Apr 2026.

Total U.S. Cheese Production
By Region (thousand lbs.)

 Atlantic	   Central	    West	    Total
2020		  1,635,423	 6,160,722	 5,443,495	 13,239,640
2021		  1,616,347	 6,611,126	 5,479,093	 13,706,566
2022		  1,642,025	 6,859,160	 5,561,590	 14,062,775
2023		  1,627,967	 6,959,128	 5,568,482	 14,155,577
2024		  1,618,160	 7,015,179	 5,604,086	 14,237,425
2025		  1,662,005	 7,509,085	 5,628,974	 14,800,064 
 
			   As a Percent of Total Production 
 
		  Atlantic	 Central	 West
2020		  12.35		  46.53		  41.12
2021		  11.79		  48.23		  39.98
2022		  11.68		  48.77		  39.55
2023		  11.50		  49.16		  39.34
2024		  11.37		  49.27		  39.36
2025		  11.23		  50.74		  38.03

38%
+3.41%

51%
+21.89%

11%
+1.63%
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Regional Butter Production as a Percentage of  
2025 Total U.S. Butter Production with  

Percentage Change in Production: 2025 vs 2020U.S. butter production  
increased 11.21%,  
comparing 2025  
with 2020. Butter  
production totaled  
2.386 billion pounds  
during 2025 up  
6.75% from 2024. 
 
As depicted by the  
accompanying map, 
two of the three  
regions posted  
increases in butter  
production comparing  
2025 with 2020.  Those same  
regions registered year over 
year increases during 2025 as well. The  
Atlantic Region’s production  
decreased by 4.33% while the  
West’s increased by 4.86%, and the Central increased  
11.32% comparing 2025 with the previous year. The West  
Region was the largest butter producer in 2025, accounting for 
50.91% of the U.S. total, followed by the Central Region with 
42.08%. The Atlantic Region accounted for just 7.01% of the U.S. 
total in 2025, and its share has been below 10% during each of the 
last five years.

U.S. Change 
'25 vs '20 
+11.2%

Data Source: USDA, NASS; Dairy Products 2025 Summary, Apr 2026.

Total U.S. Butter Production
By Region (thousand lbs.)

 Atlantic	    Central	    West	    Total
2020		  198,973	    833,806	 1,113,123	 2,145,902
2021		  168,480	    802,339	 1,100,897	 2,071,716
2022		  168,751	    772,340	 1,117,646	 2,058,737
2023		  170,715	    822,298	 1,118,494	 2,111,507
2024		  174,846	    901,999	 1,158,748	 2,235,593
2025		  167,276	 1,004,097	 1,215,032	 2,386,405 
 
			   As a Percent of Total Production 
 
		  Atlantic	 Central	 West
2020		  9.27		  38.86		  51.87
2021		  8.13		  38.73		  53.14
2022		  8.20		  37.52		  54.29
2023		  8.08		  38.94		  52.97
2024		  7.82		  40.35		  51.83
2025		  7.01		  42.08		  50.91

The Central Region's 
share has seen 

significant growth 
in the last few years 
peaking at 42.08% 

in 2025.  The West’s 
share peaked over 
the past five years 
at 54.29% in 2022 
but has declined 
in the last three 

years. The Atlantic 
Region accounted for 

just 7.01% of total 
production during 

2025 it's lowest level in 
the last five years.  

51%
+9.16%

42%
+20.42%

7%
-15.93%
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Regional Yogurt Production as a Percentage of  
2025 Total U.S. Yogurt Production with  

Percentage Change in Production: 2025 vs 2020U.S. yogurt production  
increased by  
17.27% comparing  
2025 with 2020.   
Annual yogurt  
production during  
2025 totaled  
5.289 billion pounds,  
an increase of  
8.50% compared  
with 2024. 
The West and  
Central Regions  
increased production  
by 18.69% and 3.73%,  
respectively, comparing  
2025 with 2020. The Atlantic  
Region posted an increase  
of 38.83% during this time frame.  The Atlantic  
Region accounted for 33.31% of the U.S. total in  
2025, up from 28.55% in 2020.  Although the Central  
Region is the nations largest yogurt producer, its share of  
total production has declined over the last five years going from 44.12% in 2020 
to 39.03% in 2025.  The West Region accounted for 27.66% of total U.S. yogurt 
production in 2025, up from 27.33% in 2020.  This region’s share of total yogurt 
production was up 1.73 percentage points from the proportion recorded the 
previous year.

Data Source: USDA, NASS; Dairy Products 2025 Summary, Apr 2026.

U.S. Change 
'25 vs '20 
+17.27%

The Atlantic Region's 
share of U.S. yogurt 

production has 
steadily increased 

year over year with 
the largest increase 
being in 2023.  The 
West Region's share 

jumped slightly in 2021, 
and had continued 

to decline until 
2025.   The Central 
Region's proportion 

stayed below the 
44% it reached in 

2019.  Yearly yogurt 
production increased 
by 8.50% in 2025, and 

it was 17.27% more 
than the amount 

produced in 2020. 

Total U.S. Yogurt Production
By Region (thousand lbs.)

   Atlantic	   Central	    West	    Total
2020		  1,287,343	 1,990,110	 1,232,407	 4,509,860
2021		  1,355,355	 1,998,119	 1,389,753	 4,743,227
2022		  1,339,503	 1,948,945	 1,335,112	 4,623,560
2023		  1,433,203	 1,987,963	 1,169,365	 4,590,531
2024		  1,573,407	 2,036,906	 1,264,166	 4,874,479
2025		  1,761,493	 2,064,389	 1,462,703	 5,288,585	  
 
			   As a Percent of Total Production 
 
		  Atlantic	 Central	 West
2020		  28.55		  44.12		  27.33
2021		  28.57		  42.13		  29.30
2022		  28.97		  42.15		  28.88
2023		  31.22		  43.31		  25.47
2024		  32.28		  41.79		  25.93
2025		  33.31		  39.03		  27.66

28%
+18.69%

39%
+3.73%

33%
+38.83%



  Atlantic	 Central	   West		   Total
2020		  171,509	 459,807	 135,585	 766,901
2021		  167,131	 428,879	 126,778	 722,788
2022		  167,643	 430,810	 128,237	 726,690
2023		  152,358	 424,204	 131,633	 708,195
2024		  152,853	 440,144	 144,646	 737,643
2025		  156,659	 433,999	 131,424	 722,082 
 
			   As a Percent of Total Production 
 
		  Atlantic	 Central	 West
2020		  22.36		  59.96		  17.68
2021		  23.12		  59.34		  17.54
2022		  23.07		  59.28		  17.65
2023		  21.51		  59.90		  18.59
2024		  20.72		  59.67		  19.61
2025		  21.70		  60.10		  18.20
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Regional Ice Cream Production* as a Percentage of  
2025 Total U.S. Ice Cream Production* with  

Percentage Change in Production: 2025 vs 2020U.S. ice cream  
production* decreased  
by 5.84%  
comparing 2025’s  
total with the 766.9  
million gallons  
produced in 2020. 
Ice cream production  
totaled 722.1 million  
gallons during 2025, 
down 2.11% from the  
previous year. As  
depicted by the map on  
this page, the Central  
Region's share of 2025  
U.S. ice cream production  
was just over 60%.  This region  
has accounted for more than 50%  
of total yearly production for the last  
five years, and posted a production decrease of  
5.61% comparing 2025 with 2020.  The Atlantic Region  
accounted for the second largest proportion of the U.S. total  
at 21.70%, and registered a decrease of 8.66% comparing 2025 with 
2020.  The West Region’s production decreased 3.07% between 
2020 and 2025.  This region accounted for the smallest production 
share with 18.20% of the 2025 U.S. total.

U.S. Change 
'25 vs '20 

-5.8%

Data Source: USDA, NASS; Dairy Products 2025 Summary, Apr 2026.

Total U.S. Ice Cream Production*
By Region (thousand gallons)

U.S. regular (hard) 
ice cream production 

decreased by 2.11% in 
2025, after increasing 
in the previous year. 
The Central Region's 

share of the 2025 total 
was 61.10%, and this 
region has accounted 
for more than 50% of 

total U.S.ice cream 
production the last 

five years.  The Atlantic 
Region's share had a 

slight increase in 2021 
and had decreased 

every year since until 
2025.  The West 

Region’s production 
has been less than 20% 

of the U.S. total the 
last five years. 

*Regular (Hard) Ice Cream Production.

18%
-3.07%

60%
-5.61%

22%
-8.66%
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Regional Dry Whey Production* as a Percentage of  
2025 Total U.S. Dry Whey Production* with  

Percentage Change in Production: 2025 vs 2020U.S. dry whey production* 
decreased by 12.98%  
comparing 2025's  
total with the  
940.2 million  
pounds produced  
in 2020.  Dry Whey  
production totaled  
818.2 million  
pounds during  
2025, up 2.51%  
from 2024. Production 
has decreased in four of 
the last five years. 
 
The Central Region accounted  
for the largest proportion of 2025  
U.S. dry whey production at 52.97%,  
and this region posted an increase of 0.16%  
compared with 2020. The Atlantic Region accounted for  
the second largest proportion at 29.40%, and posted a  
decrease of 9.36% comparing 2025 with 2020.  The West Region  
posted the largest decrease of 40.42% comparing 2025 with 2020.  
This region accounted for 17.63% of 2025 U.S. dry whey production, 
the smallest proportion among the three regions.

Data Source: USDA, NASS; Dairy Products 2025 Summary, Apr 2026.

U.S. Change 
'25 vs '20 

-13.0%

 U.S. dry whey 
(human)production 
had decreased inf 

four of the last five 
years.  Two of the 

three regions saw year 
over year decreases 

in production in 2025. 
The Central Region 

increased 7.50% during 
2025, while the West 
Region fell 5.19% and 

the Atlantic Region 
fell 0.95%. Comparing 

2025 with 2020, 
total U.S. dry whey 

production was down 
12.98%. 

Total U.S. Dry Whey Production*
By Region (thousand lbs.)

 Atlantic	  Central	   West		   Total
2020		  265,409	 432,675	 242,158	 940,242
2021		  279,129	 438,099	 194,274	 911,502
2022		  251,325	 410,487	 224,117	 885,929
2023		  250,199	 437,236	 197,655	 885,090
2024		  242,871	 403,150	 152,164	 798,185
2025		  240,567	 433,386	 144,274	 818,227 
 
			   As a Percent of Total Production 
 
		  Atlantic	 Central	 West
2020		  28.23		  46.02		  25.75
2021		  30.62		  48.06		  21.32
2022		  28.37		  46.33		  25.30
2023		  28.27		  49.40		  22.33
2024		  30.43		  50.51		  19.06
2025		  29.40		  52.97		  17.63

*Dry Whey (Human) Production.

18%
-40.42%

53%
+0.16%

29%
-9.36%
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Regional Cottage Cheese Production* as a Percentage of  
2025 Total U.S. Cottage Cheese Production* with  
Percentage Change in Production: 2025 vs 2020U.S. cottage cheese 

production* increased  
by 33.00%  
comparing 2025's  
total with the  
671.4 million  
pounds produced  
in 2020.  Cottage  
Cheese production  
totaled 893.0  
million pounds  
during 2025, up  
11.52% from 2024.  
 
All three regions recorded  
increases comparing 2025  
with 2020. The Central Region  
accounted for the largest  
proportion of 2025 U.S. cottage  
cheese production at 46.25%, and this  
region posted an increase of 38.73% compared  
with 2020. The Atlantic Region accounted for the  
second largest proportion at 29.95%, and posted an increase  
of 26.57% comparing 2025 with 2020.  The West Region posted and 
increase of 30.85% comparing 2025 with 2020.

Data Source: USDA, NASS; Dairy Products 2025 Summary, Apr 2026.

U.S. Change 
'25 vs '20 
+33.0%

 U.S. cottage cheese 
production has seen 

a large increase in 
production over the 
last three years.  All 

regions saw year 
over year increases in 
production in 2025. 

The West Region 
increased 13.90% 
during 2025, while 
the Central Region 
rose 15.81% and 

the Atlantic Region 
rose 3.86%. Total 

U.S. cottage cheese 
production was up 
11.52% from the 

previous year. 

Total U.S. Cottage Cheese Production*
By Region (thousand lbs.)

 Atlantic	  Central	   West		 Total
2020		  211,290	 297,699	 162,456	 671,445
2021		  198,979	 277,438	 165,365	 641,782
2022		  204,648	 274,345	 159,333	 638,326
2023		  236,884	 307,612	 168,758	 713,254
2024		  257,492	 356,616	 186,631	 800,739
2025		  267,430	 412,996	 212,575	 893,001 
 
			   As a Percent of Total Production 
 
		  Atlantic	 Central	 West
2020		  31.47		  44.34		  24.19
2021		  31.00		  43.23		  25.77
2022		  32.06		  42.98		  24.96
2023		  33.21		  43.13		  23.66
2024		  32.16		  44.54		  23.31
2025		  29.95		  46.25		  23.80 *Lowfat and Creamed Cottage Cheese Combined

24%
+30.85%

46%
+38.73%

30%
+26.57%
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FEDERAL MILK MARKET ADMINISTRATOR
P.O. BOX 14650
SHAWNEE MISSION, KANSAS  66285-4650

Website:	  www.fmmacentral.com
E-mail:	 market.administrator@fmmacentral.com
Phone:	 913-495-9300

United States
Department of
Agriculture

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA,
its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or 
administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based 
on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, 
family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, 
political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in 
any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases 
apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by 
program or incident. Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible 
Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 711. Additionally, 
program information may be made available in languages other than 
English. To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA 
Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to 
File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write 
a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information 
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 
632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) 
fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. USDA is an 
equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Statistical
Uniform Price

Producer Price
Differential

Class I
Utilization

	 Mar '26	 Feb '26	 Mar '26	 Feb '26	 Mar '26	 Feb '26
Northeast	 18.82	 17.31	 2.66	 2.37	 28.16	 28.69
Appalachian	 20.64	 19.69	 -----	 -----	 70.09	 73.73
Florida	 21.55	 20.65	 -----	 -----	 78.11	 79.00
Southeast	 20.95	 20.14	 -----	 -----	 72.15	 76.13
Upper Midwest	 16.66	 15.52	 0.50	 0.58	 7.46	 9.98
Central	 17.65	 16.33	 1.49	 1.39	 28.87	 30.68
Mideast	 17.74	 16.44	 1.58	 1.50	 33.34	 31.15
California	 17.22	 16.04	 1.06	 1.10	 21.88	 23.13
Pacific Northwest	 17.03	 16.47	 0.87	 1.53	 18.49	 34.25
Southwest	 17.68	 16.55	 1.52	 1.61	 25.62	 29.35
Arizona	 18.12	 16.26	 -----	 -----	 38.16	 28.07

Total U.S. Milk Production
By Region

 --------------- Million Lbs. --------------	   -------- % of Total --------

Atlantic	  Central	  West	 Total	 Atlantic Central	 West
2020	 37,458	   97,131	  88,676	  223,309	 16.77	 43.50	 39.71
2021	 37,266    100,195	  88,797	  226,258	 16.47	 44.28	 39.25
2022	 37,074    101,433	  87,950	  226,462	 16.37	 44.79	 38.84
2023	 37,310	 102,490	  86,505	  226,311	 16.49	 45.29	 38.22
2024	 37,113	 103,517	  85,230	  225,868	 16.43	 45.83	 37.73
2025	 36,545	 106,381	  86,724	  233,683	 15.64	 45.52	 37.11


